
 

1 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (13
th

-SEPTEMBER-2021) 

 Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph. :8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

SLANTING POSTS: ON SOCIAL MEDIA AND LEVEL PLAYING FIELD 
Social media platforms should have the same standards for the rulers and the Opposition 

 Several Twitter handles associated with the Congress and its leaders including its former 

president Rahul Gandhi were blocked by Twitter in the last few days, for violating its user policy and the 

law of the land. The violation pertains to posts shared by these handles that identified the family of a 

child who was allegedly raped and murdered in Delhi. The platform has since revealed that the NCPCR 

brought the violation to its notice. A petition in the Delhi HC seeking legal action against Mr. Gandhi has 

pointed out that his post was in violation of Section 74 of the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015 and Section 

23(2) of the POCSO Act 2012, both of which mandate that any material that might reveal (directly or 

indirectly) the identity of a child victim of a crime shall not be published. Additionally, the post also 

violated Twitter’s own rules. The Congress has not addressed the substantive question raised by the 

platform regarding these violations. It has alleged double standards by the platform, and questioned its 

impartiality. That is not a mature response. The party transgressed the norms of discussion in a sensitive 

case in its campaign. It must, without qualifiers, accept that mistake, and commit to better standards in 

social media campaigns. 

 Twitter had flagged posts on several handles associated with the BJP in May, which were 

intended to target the Congress, as ‘manipulated media’. The BJP and the Centre took umbrage over the 

decision, claiming that only a police investigation could establish whether the content was altered. 

Twitter insisted that it had its own mechanism to check whether files uploaded on the platform were 

tinkered with. Herein lies the core conflict between the state and private companies over controlling the 

information flow in a democratic society. Both the state and the companies invoke public order and 

interest to justify their control over information, but the protocol for exercising that enormous power 

over lives remains open to question. Additionally, private companies also claim a right to unilaterally 

decide their user policy. This raises the pertinent question of whether a private company that is 

providing a service that is essential — connectivity in this instance — can set the terms of usage 

arbitrarily. The state has often shown itself unable to control speech in a fair and even-handed manner. 

It does even wilfully misuse such powers, going by experience. The age of acceleration has thrown up 

many such complicated moral and governance questions that society needs to resolve. In the meantime, 

state agencies must exercise control over speech only in the rarest instances, for the briefest periods, 

and in the most transparent manner. Private companies must be more transparent in enforcing their 

guidelines and reassure users that their standards for those in power and those in the Opposition are 

one. 

 

 slanting (adjective) – biased, distorted, 

twisted, skewed, angled. 

 a level playing field (phrase) – a situation in 

which everyone has a fair and equal 

opportunity to succeed, and no one has an 

advantage over the other. 

 Lex terrae (law of the land) (phrase) – Lex 

terrae is a Latin phrase. It refers to all of the 

laws in force within a country or region. 

 violation (noun) – breach, breaking, non-

observance. 

 pertain to (verb) – concern, relate to, be 

connected with. 

 allegedly (adverb) – reportedly, supposedly, 

purportedly, ostensibly, apparently. 

 National Commission for Protection of Child 

Rights (NCPCR) (noun) – it is a statutory body 

under the Commissions for Protection of Child 

Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005 under the 

administrative control of the Ministry of 

Women & Child Development, Government of 

India. The Commission’s Mandate is to ensure 

that all Laws, Policies, Programmes, and 

Administrative Mechanisms are in consonance 

with the Child Rights perspective as enshrined 

in the Constitution of India and also the UN 

Convention on the Rights of the Child.  
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 bring something to someone’s notice (phrase) 

– to inform someone about something; tell, 

mention, refer to. 

 seek (verb) – ask for, request, appeal, demand. 

 point out (phrasal verb) – identify, mention, 

indicate, draw attention to. 

 juvenile (noun) – relating to young people. 

 Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 

Children) Act, 2015 (noun) – An Act to 

consolidate and amend the law relating to 

children alleged and found to be in conflict 

with law and children in need of care and 

protection by catering to their basic needs 

through proper care, protection, development, 

treatment, social re-integration, by adopting a 

child-friendly approach in the adjudication and 

disposal of matters in the best interest of 

children and for their rehabilitation through 

processes provided, and institutions and 

bodies established, hereinunder and for 

matters connected therewith or incidental 

thereto. 

 Section 74 of the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015 

(noun) – it prohibits the disclosure of identity 

of a child in any form of media. 

 Section 23(2) of the POCSO Act, 2012 (noun) – 

It states that no information or photo of a child 

should be published in any form of media 

which could reveal the identity of the child. 

 POCSO Act, 2012 (noun) – To deal with child ( 

any person below eighteen years of age) 

sexual abuse cases, the Government has 

brought in a special law, namely, The 

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences 

(POCSO) Act, 2012. The Act has come into 

force with effect from 14th November, 2012 

along with the Rules framed thereunder. 

 mandate (verb) – require; make mandatory. 

 address (verb) – tackle, deal with, attend to, 

try to sort out. 

 substantive (adjective) – important, 

significant, considerable. 

 allege (verb) – contend, argue, claim. 

 double standard (noun) – contradictory 

standard, two sets of rules, doublespeak, 

double-dealing, hypocrisy, duplicity. 

 impartiality (noun) – fairness, equality, 

neutrality, probity. 

 transgress (verb) – infringe, breach, 

contravene, disobey, break. 

 norm (noun) – standard, convention, criterion, 

rule. 

 campaign (noun) – an organized effort which 

seeks to influence the decision making 

progress within a specific group. 

 qualifier (noun) – an adjective (word or 

phrase) used to attribute a quality to noun 

(another word).   

 flag (verb) – indicate, identify, point out. 

 manipulated (adjective) – misrepresented, 

falsified, distorted. 

 manipulated media (noun) – As per Twitter’s 

policy, content may be labelled/tagged as 

‘manipulated media’ or in some cases 

removed, if the company has a reason to 

believe that media (videos, audio, and images), 

or the context in which media are presented, 

are “significantly and deceptively altered or 

manipulated”. 

 take umbrage (phrase) – take offence, be 

offended, take something personally, be 

aggrieved, be upset, be annoyed, be angry. 

 mechanism (noun) – procedure, process, 

method, technique. 

 tinker with (verb) – tamper with, interfere 

with, meddle with, mess around with, play 

with. 

 herein (adverb) – in this 

situation/context/case/matter. 

 invoke (verb) – cite, refer to, adduce. 

 public order (noun) – it is essentially the 

absence of disorder – the quiet and orderly 

behaviour of people in public space. It involves 

people behaving sensibly and rationally, and 

respecting others. 

 public interest (noun) – the public good; the 

advantage/benefit of the community in 

general. 

 protocol (noun) – procedure, convention, rules 

of conduct, procedure,  

 enormous (adjective) – huge, vast, extensive, 

great. 
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 open to question (phrase) – uncertain, 

unknown; demanding 

investigation/examination. 

 unilaterally (adverb) – used to indicate 

something done by a person/country without 

approval/agreement from other 

people/countries involved in the situation. 

 pertinent (adjective) – relevant, appropriate, 

applicable. 

 arbitrarily (adverb) – randomly/casually, 

irrationally, erratically, inconsistently, 

unreasonably, illogically. 

 the state (noun) – government, the 

administration, the regime, the authorities. 

 even-handed (adjective) – fair, just, equitable, 

impartial, unbiased. 

 wilfully (adverb) – deliberately, purposefully. 

 go by (phrasal verb) – be guided by something. 

 the age of acceleration (phrase) – the current 

era. 

 throw up (phrasal verb) – give up, abandon, 

relinquish. 

 governance (noun) – administration. 

 exercise (verb) – use, employ, make use of, 

utilize. 

 transparent (adjective) – open/candid, 

forthright, straightforward, honest. 

 enforce (verb) – force, compel, demand, insist 

on.  

************************************************************************************* 

AFGHAN TRAGEDY: ON THE SECOND COMING OF THE TALIBAN 
The Taliban are on the verge of re-establishing their murderous regime 

 With the fall of Kandahar and Herat, Afghanistan’s second and third largest cities, to the Taliban, 

the war in the country appears to have entered an irreversible phase. They already seized Ghazni, a 

strategically important city on the Kabul-Kandahar highway. The speed with which the Islamist 

insurgents captured the cities — 17 in eight days — is a surprise. Troops from the U.S. and the U.K. are 

to go back to Afghanistan to evacuate their citizens. The latest U.S. intelligence assessment predicts that 

Kabul could fall within 90 days. The Afghan government has reportedly offered a power sharing proposal 

to the Taliban. But neither the offer nor the warning from the U.S. and other countries that they would 

not recognise a Taliban regime that takes power by force has stopped the militants. In his Id message, 

Taliban’s supreme leader Hibatullah Akhundzada said the Taliban are on the verge of establishing a 

“pure Islamic system” in Afghanistan. It is clear from his words and the military campaigns that the 

Taliban want the whole of Afghanistan under their command. Also, why should they make concessions 

when their offensives are cutting through the government defences at break-neck speed? 

 What altered the balance of power in the battlefield was the withdrawal of the U.S.-led 

international forces. While the U.S.-Taliban agreement in February 2020 legitimised the jihadists, the 

American withdrawal gave them a sense of victory. At no point in talks with the Taliban did the U.S. 

manage to extract concessions towards a political settlement in Afghanistan. The American focus was on 

taking its troops out unharmed, and the Taliban stayed away from targeting Americans even when they 

continued an assassination campaign inside the country. On the other side, the U.S. withdrawal has left 

the Afghan government, internally divided and lacking support in rural areas, devoid of its most critical 

advantage in the war — air support. Overstretched across the cities that were under siege for weeks, 

their defences crumbled like a sandcastle when the Taliban pressed on. The government of President 

Ashraf Ghani has long tried to ignore the former warlords in an attempt to shore up the national army. 

But when the national forces failed to defend the cities, Mr. Ghani turned to the ethnic leaders, but it is 

now too late as the Taliban are already at the gates of Kabul. The Taliban, like in the 1990s, promise 

stability and security. But the tragedy is that if they take Kabul, Afghanistan’s nearly 40 million 

population would be subjected, once again, to one of the most barbaric forms of religious 

totalitarianism. Whatever limited progress and freedoms the Afghans earned over the last 20 years are 

now at risk of being surrendered to a murderous militia with scant regard for human rights. 
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 tragedy (noun) – misfortune, affliction, blight. 

 second coming (noun – return. 

 on the verge of (phrase) – on the brink of, on 

the edge of, at a crucial or critical point. 

 murderous (adjective) – brutal, violent, 

savage/cruel. 

 regime (noun) – government. 

 irreversible (adjective) – irreparable, 

unrectifiable, irrevocable, final. 

 seize (verb) – capture, annex, occupy, take 

possession of, take over. 

 strategically (adverb) – in a way that is 

designed/planned to serve a particular 

purpose. 

 insurgent (noun) – guerrilla, extremist, 

militant, subversive. 

 go back (phrasal verb) – return to. 

 intelligence (noun) – the collection of 

(military/political) information. 

 reportedly (adverb) – supposedly, seemingly, 

apparently, professedly, ostensibly, 

purportedly. 

 campaign (noun) – an organized effort which 

seeks to influence the decision making 

progress within a specific group. 

 command (noun) – authority, control, power, 

domination, influence, sway. 

 concession (noun) – compromise, adjustment, 

modification. 

 offensive (noun) – campaign, drive, push; 

attack, thrust, act of aggression. 

 cut through (phrasal verb) – remove, take out; 

sever. 

 defences (noun) – barricade (against attack). 

 break-neck (adjective) – extremely fast, high-

speed, speedy. 

 battlefield (noun) – battleground, theatre, 

arena of war. 

 withdrawal (noun) – retreat, departure, 

ending, disengagement. 

 legitimise (verb) – validate, legitimate, justify. 

 jihadist (noun) – an Islamic extremist. 

 extract (verb) – obtain, get, take. 

 unharmed (adjective) – unscathed, safe, 

uninjured. 

 stay away from (phrasal verb) – avoid, not get 

involved in. 

 assassination (noun) – murder, killing. 

 campaign (noun) – military operation, 

manoeuvre, battle plan. 

 lack (verb) – be without, be deprived of, not 

have enough of. 

 devoid of (adjective) – without, lacking, 

deprived of. 

 overstretch (verb) – overtax, push to the limit, 

pressure, burden, make tense. 

 under siege (phrase) – going through a siege; 

very seriously attacked/criticized. 

 crumble (verb) – collapse, fall down, cave in, 

break down. 

 sandcastle (noun) – a castle built out of sand. 

 press on (verb) – continue, carry on. 

 warlord (noun) – Warlord is a military leader 

who exercise military, economic, and political 

control over a sub-national territory/a country 

when the government is weak. 

 shore up (phrasal verb) – support, assist, 

strengthen, fortify, buttress. 

 defend (verb) – protect, guard, safeguard, 

secure, shield. 

 turn to (phrasal verb) – seek help from, have 

recourse to, approach, appeal to. 

 ethnic (adjective) – relating to a population 

subgroup (cultural, national, traditional/folk) 

with a common national or cultural tradition. 

 subject to (verb) – put through, undergo, go 

through, experience. 

 barbaric (adjective) – cruel, savage, vicious, 

ruthless, brutal. 

 totalitarianism (noun) – autocracy, absolute 

power, dictatorship. 

 surrender (verb) – capitulate, give in, yield, 

concede, back down; give up, relinquish, 

renounce, forgo. 

 militia (noun) – armed forces, military unit, 

soldiery (from the civil population to support 

main forces). 

 scant (adjective) – little or no, hardly any, 

meagre. 

 regard (noun) – consideration, care, concern, 

sympathy. 
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